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for many centuries. Finally , in the war of 1914-1918 it
became the orthodox "tactics in advance" for all the armies
in the field — one more instance of education of a sort
travelling backwards along the fortieth parallel.*
By the middle of the eighteenth century Virginia had
reached its stage of quasi-feudal stratification — of rich
planters living surrounded by prosperous slaves or indented
labourers ; of poorer planters ; a very few artisans and the
mountaineers whose sole possessions would be apt to be
axe and rifle and hide clothing.
But by 1794— the date of the exploit of the boy Joseph
Brown of what afterwards became Chattanooga — all the
settlers of the Tennessee Valley had been taught to live,
plough, hew, and draw water with their rifles in hand or
laid somewhere very contiguous. Actually 3 except for fear
of complications with the Spaniards, who held Louisiana
and the mouths of the Mississippi and protected the Chero-
kees and the Creeks, the settler could probably have wiped
out the redskins without very much difficulty. As it was,
already by 1792, after the Chickamaugas had besieged a
station a few miles from Nashville, the Brown boy had
offered to lead Sevier and Robertson to the Indians3 hiding-
place. Those two leaders, under orders from Washington,
who was straining to avoid war with Great Britain, refused
to take advantage of the offer. But in '94 the inhabitants of
the Nashville district rose and demanded to be led against
the Chickamaugas. They had been losing from eighty to a
hundred men every year for many years and in that year
had lost five of their most prominent citizens. ... So
* I had the interesting experience during the late war of commanding
in France, though not actually in the trenches, a couple of battalions
of French Canadians* These included rather more than two hundred
American Indians, mostly, as far as I can remember, Algonquins.
They differed from the white troops in being rather remarkably good
in discipline, in being, noticeably poor shots, but in having a faculty
for disappearance when scouting in No Man's Land that appeared almost
miraculous. As far as I could check, only two of them were killed whilst
actually scouting — except, of course, by barrages* It is interesting to note
that the Japanese serving in the same regiments had almost exactly
the same characteristics, except that they were noticeably better shots.

